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ISAIAH TviII. I. 


E are met together to humble our- 


BEHOLD, YE FAST FOR STRIFE 
ſelves before God for the fin of our 
fathers, by teſtifying a juſt abhor- 


AND DEBATE, 

rence of that wicked and rebellious 
ſpirit, which carried them on to ruin our conſti- 
tution in church and ſtate, and by praying that his 
providence may defend us from the calamities, 
which they ſuffered, ſo long as we keep ourſelves 

innocent from ſuch crimes as may occaſion them. 
With this pious view our anceſtors inſtituted 
this faſt, and the wiſdom of the preſent govern- 
ment has thought fit to continue it, Let us en- 
deavour to improve it to our advantage, and make 
a better uſe of their inſtitution than has been made 
of it hitherto. For the day of our faſt has been a 
day rather of ſtrife and debate, of contention and 
mutual reproaches than of humiliation and repen- 
tance. The ſolemn obſervance of it has been con- 


ſidered more as a mark of diſtinction, that might 
B point 
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point out to us ſomething to blame in the conduct 
of other men, than as an opportunity of correct- 
ing what is amiſs in our own, We have miſap- 
plied it to the purpoſes of keeping up and increa- 
ſing diviſions amongſt ourſelves, inſtead of looking 
back with abhorrence on thoſe former diviſions, 
which, under the bad management of our fathers, 
ended in the loſs of their religion and liberties, 

I cannot charge the fault of abuſing this well- 
intended devotion upon any one party of men; 
the zealots of all parties have in ſome reſpect or 
other been equally to blame. Many of thoſe, 


who lament the ruin of our conſtitution and the 


unhappy fate of the royal martyr, have been apt 


to mix a great deal of unchriſtian bitterneſs with 


their chriſtian piety : not contented with expreſ- 
ſing their own abhorrence of the principles, which 
brought on our national calamities, they are in- 
duſtrious to fix theſe principles upon ſome of their 
fellow- ſubjects; and then, without conſidering 
whether the perſons marked out as objects of their 
reſentment have deſerved theſe imputations, they 
treat them as if they were enemies to religion and 


traitors to their country. Thoſe in the mean time, 


who are diſpleaſed with our devout manner of 


obſerving this day, have not been ſo careful, as 


they ought to have been, to ſhew that the charge 
againſt them is ill-grounded: their inſults and 
mock-feaſts have gone near to juſtify it; and their 


whole behaviour has been very unlike what we 
might 
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might have expected from men of any religion, or 
even of common prudence. It is indecent, if we 
ſpeak of it in the mildeſt terms we can, to ſhew 
ſuch an inſolent contempt for a regal government, 
when they are happy under one ; and it is, at 
leaſt, uncharitable in them deſignedly to provoke 
the too forward zeal of thoſe, who differ from 
them. 


Some good and well-meaning men, becauſe of 
theſe heats and contentions, have wiſhed to ſee 


the obſervance of this day quite laid afide ; imagin- 


ing, that, when ſuch a public occaſion of ſhew- 
ing our reſentment is removed, we ſhall the more 
eaſily be brought to live in peace and unanimity 
with each other. But is the ill uſe, that has been 
made of a good inſtitution, any reaſon for chang- 
ing it? Shall we blot out of the chriſtian calendar 
a day, that is ſet apart for the improvement of our- 
ſelves in many chriſtian virtues, only becauſe we 
have hitherto neglected to make that improve- 
ment? Can we find out no way of living peace- 
ably, unleſs we part with an opportunity of teſti- 
fying a fincere affection for our excellent conſtitu- 
tion of government Let us rather act in the 
caſe as wiſe men ſhould do; let us make our be- 
haviour yield to the deſign of the inſtitution, and 
not think of making the inſtitution yield to our 
perverſeneſs, And I am perſuaded, that if we 
were but half as diligent in ſtudying the arts of 


preſerving peace amongſt ourſelves, as we com- 
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monly are in keeping up ſtrife and contentions, 
we ſhould find that the occaſion of the preſent ſo- 
lemnity is full of a great variety of uſeful inſtructi- 
on, and that all, who are willing, may employ 
their thoughts at this time in ſuch a manner, as to 
be the better ſubjects and the better chriſtians for 
this days devotion. With this view it will be ve- 
ry proper to lay before you ſome duties, of which 
we ought to be particularly regardful ; becauſe 
they are ſuch as all the ſervants of God and friends 
to liberty, thoſe, who deſire the increaſe of true 
religion, and the continuance of our happy eſta- 
bliſhment, may join with us in performing : that 
ſo we may avoid the reproach of faſting for ſtrife 
and debate, which the prophet charges upon his 
own people, and which may with too much 
juſtice be charged upon the people of this nation, 

The firſt part of our devotion conſiſts in teſti- 
fying a juſt abhorrence of that wicked and rebel- 
lious ſpirit, which carried on our fathers to ruin 
the conſtitution in church and ſtate. 

The ſtand, that was made in the beginning 7 
our national troubles to an invaſion on the peoples 
rights, is with many, who are called upon to join 
with us in this act of religion, a reaſon for with- 
drawing themſelves. They think there were ma- 
ny overſights and much raſhneſs on the ſide of 
the king, and a ſpirit of liberty on the ſide of his 
oppoſers. But why ſhould they refuſe to join 
with us in lamenting, that theſe patrons of liber- 


ty 
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ty could find out no other way to prevent the 
miſchieſs, which they feared from the failings of 
a virtuous and religious prince, beſides that fatal 
one of ruining their country ? Why ſhould they 
refuſe to join with us in pitying the misfortunes 
of the king, to have been ſo much miſled as he 
was, by the prejudices of his education, and the 
flattery of his courtiers? Why ſhould they refuſe 
to join with us in admiring the great and uncom- 
mon virtues, that appear in his character through 
all the diſguiſe, in which it has been repreſented 
by the malice of his enemies? Certainly, 
with all his prejudices and all his faults about him, 
he muſt have been a moſt admirable and excellent 
perſon ; ſince they, that have made it their buſi- 
neſs to obſerve and collect nothing in his public 
character, but the raſh and ill-adviſed ſteps he 
took, nothing in his private life but his follies and 
infirmities, have yet been able to object not many 
faults to him as a king, and have ſhewn us by 
what they ſay of him as a man and a chriſtian, 
that it would be no unprofitable part of our pre- 
ſent employment to fix our attention on his exam- 
ple and learn to copy it. 

As to thoſe, who oppoſed the encroachments, 
that were attempted to be made on the peoples 
rights ; we reverence their memories, as far they 
appear to have been actuated by a love of their 
country, We think it only a human failing in 
them, that they were liable to be deceived, and 
prone 
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prone to be miſled by wicked and deſigning men, 
who pretended to have the ſame views with them, 
and to be engaged in the fame cauſe, that they 
were, And we grieve to find that they could 
be made at laſt the inſtruments of a faction, and 
could ſuffer themſelves to be hurried on by its 
rage and violence ; till it was not in their power to 
prevent the fvord, which they had drawn, from 
recoiling at the blow, and giving a mortal wound 
to the conſtitution, which they meant to defend. 
Men were too much warmed with a ſenſe of real 
grievances in the beginning of the war, and too 
much infatuated with the clamour of imaginary 
ones in the progreſs of it, to be ſenſible what 
evils they were bringing upon their country. Even 
in the laſt ſtep, that was taken to deſtroy our 
conſtitution, the deluded people ſcarce ſaw that, 
under the notion of reſtraining an illegal power 
uſurped by the crown, they were made the tools 
of private ambition ; and that thoſe ſeditious and 
turbulent men, who had put themſelves at the 
head of theſe unhappy quarrels, and profeſſed to 
fight the battles of God, were proſtituting his 
holy name to the iniquitous purpoſes of treaſon 
and rebellion. The foundations of the new go- 
vernment, which theſe factious leaders defigned 
to ere, were already laid in the ruins of the na- 
tion ; but thc fabric was to be cemented with the 
blood of their ſovereign. And they hoped to 
ſanctify even this traiterous act by bringing a charge 


againſt 
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againſt him in the name of the people ; and the 
pageantry of a tryal and a public execution of him 
were contrived to dazzle the eyes of the unthink- 
ing multitude with a ſhew of juſtice, They had 
deſtroyed our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution long be- 
fore, and, under the pretence of reforming reli- 
gion, had introduced ſuch a wild enthuſiaſm and 
hypocriſy as is inconſiſtent with the very being of 
chriſtianity. And now, by accompliſhing the death 
of the king, they diſſolved our excellent and hap- 
py frame of civil government, and gave us ſome- 
thing in its ſtead, which at firſt was anarchy and 
confuſion, and when it put on the form of a go- 
vernment, was a lawleſs and oppreſſive tyranny, 
The wicked and rebellious ſpirit of that faction, 
which brought all theſe calamities upon the nation, 
is what we deteſt and diſavow : it is our duty at 
all times to declare our abhorrence of it ; but out 
preſent ſituation recommends this duty to us in a 
icular manner, If it ever can be of import- 
ance to teſtify our loyalty to our king, our af- 


fection for our happy eſtabliſhment, and our at- 
tachment to the pure religion of Chriſt, it is ſo 


now. Upon theſe principles alone we can be de- 
fended ; and upon theſe we always may be de- 
fended ; whether our king and our conſtitution 
are attacked, as they were in the days of our fa- 
thers, by factions raiſed at home and nurſed up in 
our own boſom ; or, as they are in our own days, 


by factions brought home to us, and ſupported 


by 
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by our foreign enemies: whether an »*tempt is 
made by the zealous hypocriſy of falſe brethren 
amongſt ourſelves to undermine our religion; or 
by the violence of Rome to ſubvert and deſtroy 
it, pr be | 

I bleſs God; there has appeared in all orders 
and degrees of men in the nation ſuch a hearty 
and unanimous concurrence in the defence and 
ſupport of our preſent eſtabliſhment, as, from a 
view of our diviſions and cauſeleſs jealouſies, the 
friends of our country could not have hoped for, 
and the enemies of it did not expect to find. 
Theſe ſons of violence, that have ſet up the ſtand- 
ard of rebellion amongſt us, and have brought 
the alarm of war home to our doors, truſted, I 
ſuppoſe, to that reſtleſs and changeful temper of 
our countrymen, which brought on this day's re- 
proach : they overlooked the more valuable parts 
of our national character, and forgot, that there is 
no people on earth, that would ſpend their blood 
and their treaſure, more readily than we would, in 
the ſervice of a king, who has made himſelf dear 
to us. Our affections may be hard to fix; but, 
when they are once fixed upon their true princi- 
ples, they are eſtabliſhed upon a rock. For the 
loyalty of Engliſhmen is not the forced ſubmiſſion 
and abject fawning of ſlaves; it is the generous 


return of a free and a brave people for the main- 


tenance of their religion, the protection of their 


liberties, and the mild adminiſtration of that 
power, 
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power, which the laws have intruſted in the hands 
of their kings, 

How well our loyalty would be able to hold 
out, if it was brought to a ſeverer tryal than it has 
undergone already, God only knows: we have 
too much reaſon to fear, that, notwithſtanding 
the warmth and vigour of it, there is one of its 
beſt principles wanting to fix and eſtabliſh it. 
That zeal for religion, which uſed to animate us 
in the defence of our country, is quite extinguiſh- 
ed; or if there is any appearance of it on either 
ide, it is on the fide of our adverſaries: they 
ſeem to have nothing ſo much at heart as propa- 
gating a falſe religion, and we have nothing 
leſs at heart than preſerving the true one. Our 
national church was once looked upon as a part, 
and a fayourite part of our conſtitution ; there was 
a time, when our countrymen would have prided 


themſelves in being members of it, and would 


have made a warmer return of gratitude for the 
maintenance of their religion than for all the other 


numerous bleſſings, which we derive from the 
throne. But atheiſm and infidelity have now 


made it our pride to be members of no church at 


all: a contempt of God's word and a neglect of 


his ſervice, by which the age we live in is moſt 


ſcandalouſly diſtinguiſhed, have weakened one of 
the firmeſt principles of our attachment to the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion, and have ſhaken our Engliſh 


loyalty to its very foundation, Our affection for 


C religion 
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religion 1 is changed into a coldneſs and indifference 
to it in ſome, and into a ſettled hatred and aver- 
fion to it in others. The profeſſion of chriſtianity 
is become an exception to a mans character; and 
objections are made to our conſtitution for ſupport- 
ing and protecting it. 

It is in vain, that the miniſters of the goſpel 
are called upon in theſe times of danger to raiſe in 
mens minds the ſame averſion to popery, for which 
our countrymen have been remarkable ever ſince 
the reformation. We have not ceaſed to repreſent 
to them the abſurd and impious doctrines of the 
church of Rome: we recommend to them the 
wiſdom and ſanctity of thoſe inſtitutions, which 
our firſt reformers ſealed with their blood: we 
exhort them to contend earneſtly for the pure and 
uncorrupted faith of Chriſt as it is propoſed to us. 
in the holy ſcriptures, and as we received it from 
our truly good and learned anceſtors, But our 
exhortations have loſt their influence: and, not- 
withſtanding any oppoſition we could make to it, 
Popery would be too likely to find a favourable 
reception from the people of this nation, if it did 
not bring with it the chains of arbitrary power 
and the terrours of an inquiſition; for their difre- 
gard to all religion has made it quite a matter of 
indifference to them what profeſſion of faith and 
what form of worſhip are eſtabliſhed amongſt 
them, provided they may have the liberty If 06 
vnforming themſelves to any. 


This 
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This national infidelity muſt be corrected, and 
a reverence for God's word and obedience to his 
ordinances muſt be reſtored, before there can be 
any juſt grounds for believing that the national 
love of our conſtitution is the ſame that it uſed to 
be. Men muſt learn to be good chriſtians in or- 
der to be loyal ſubjects, and muſt ſhew that they 
value the proteſtant religion, if they deſire to have 
it thought that they are unalterably attached to the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion. 

The ſecond duty, which I faid the accafien of 
our preſent meeting together requires of us, 1s 
that of praying to God that his providence may 
defend us from the ſame calamities, which our 
fathers ſuffered, ſo long as we keep ourſelves in» 
nocent from ſuch crimes as may occaſion them, 

This is one of the wiſeſt and beſt uſes, that can 
be made of this folemnity ; not by the means of 
it to excite unprofitable and — — reſent- 
ments, nor to renew the unhappy diſtinctions of 
party, which a ſenſe of our common danger has 
at laſt taught us to lay aſide; but to take occaſion 
from it to animate our prayers to God for the 
ſafety of our king, the peace of our country, the 
preſervation of our conſtitution, and the free ex- 
erciſe and profeſſion of our holy religion. 

The preſent happineſs of this nation is ſuch, 
that we might include all theſe other petitions 
in praying for the ſafety and welfare of our king. 
We depend for the tranquility of our country 
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upon the ſucceſs of his unwearied endeavours to 
reſtore it: we are convinced, that the freedom of 
our conſtitution can never be more firmly ſecured 
than it is under the influence of his mild and le- 
gal government; and that his care and protection 
will continue to us the free exerciſe of our religion, 
and the wife and facred inſtitutions of our natio- 
nal church. The wicked attempt of his enemies 
has awakened us to a ſenſe of the bleſſings we 
enjoy by his means: and the ſame gratitude, that 
has now produced ſuch univerſal profeſſions 
of affection and loyalty, ſhould always actuate 
and enliven the devotion of a free people, when 
they are beſeeching God to prolong the life and to 
proſper the reign of a king, that has from his firſt 
acceſſion to the throne made their own laws and 
cuſtoms the invariable meaſure of his power over 
them, and has always governed them with the 
kindneſs and tenderneſs of a fond and indulgent 
parent. 

Our fellow- ſubjects, if they think it their duty 
to pray to God for any bleſſing at all, will not be 
unwilling to join with us in our farther addreſſes 
to him, that the peace and welfare of our country 
may be reſtored, that our land may not be made 
the ſeat of diſcord and miſery, and that our per- 
ſons and properties may be defended from the vio- 
lence of invaſions from abroad and from the rage 
and madneſs of inteſtine factions at home. Even 


they, who have hitherto objected to this folem- 
nity, 
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nity, may be reconciled to it, or will however be 
pleaſed with our manner of obſerving it; if they 
find, that, inſtead of endeavouring to keep up 


unreaſonable prejudices in ourſelves by ſuch un- 


hallowed petitions as the ſpirit of party might 
dictate, we come into the houſe of God full of 
ardent wiſhes for the common good, and join in 


performing the ſervice of the day that we may 


recommend our country to the care and protection 
of heaven. | 

But it is not the air we breathe or the ſoil we 
tread on, that we call our country ; nor are they 
the ordinary gifts of providence, that make it "i 
to us: other climates produce as plentiful har- 


veſts as ours, and are bleſſed with more kindly . 


ſeaſons and a warmer ſun, An Engliſhman calls 
no place his country but the ſeat of liberty, and 
valucs none of the ordinary bleſſings of providence 
fo much as the Britiſh conſtitution. The preſent 


attempt, that is made to enſlave us, has ſhewn 


with how noble a zeal we are prepared to ſupport 
our laws and government. May the fame zeal 
continue! and, if we take care to fix it upon its 
true and genuine principles, I make no doubt but 
it will continue and increaſe ; till we have con- 
vinced our enemies, that we inherit the ſpirit of 
our anceſtors, and would rather chuſe to die in 


defending our liberties than ſurvive the loſs of 


them. But let not a miſguided love of our coun- 


try make us uncharitable to our fellow-ſubjeQts, | 


Let 
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Let not the memory of that fatal period, when 
our conſtitution was formerly deſtroyed, betray us 
into ſuch diviſions and animoſities, as will certain- 
ly weaken it, and may perhaps deſtroy it again. 
If this unhappy day, which completed. the fub- 
verſion of our laws and government, and made 
way for eſtabliſhing a grievous tyranny upon the 
ruins of them, ſhould raiſe in our breaſts a warmer 
affection for liberty than we uſually fee}, let it not 
ſpend itſelf in the factious employment of re- 
proaching the living or reviling the dead : let it 
rather break out in humble and earneſt petitions to 
God for the proſperity of our civil eſtabliſhment ; 
that ſo a zeal for liberty and the conſtitution may 
heighten our devotion, and the calm and gentle 
ſpirit of prayer may ſanctify the love of our coun- 
try. | 

Would to God that all in this nation, who 
profeſs themſelves to be ſervants of the fame Ma- 
ſter, were as well agreed in their ſentiments about 
religious matters, as they are in their affections 
for the civil conftitution of government ; that they 
would all ſincerely endeavour to become one fold 
under one ſhepherd, and-ſhew themſelves to be 
true diſciples of Chriſt by loving one another ! 
But ſo long as there are diviſions and contentions 
among us; ſo long as every one of us continues to 
ſay, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and IT of 
Cephas, and I of Chriſt, we muſt not, either 
upon this day or upon any other, expect an uni- 


verſal 
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verſal and undiſſembled concurrence, when we 
pray to God that we may be protected in the full 
enjoyment and poſſeſſion of our religious rights. 
Yet even they, who are ſo unhappy as to have 
ſeparated from our communion, have no reaſon to 
be diſpleaſed with the petitions we now offer to 
heaven for the proſperity of the church, to which 
we belong, and for the continuance and eftablifh- 
ment of our holy religion: fince the bleſſing we 
aſk cannot fail to ſecure every one in the free ex- 
erciſe of that worſhip, which beſt approves itſelf 
to his own judgment, Perſecution is the baſe 
and weak effort of a corrupted doctrine or a de- 
clining power, and will never be made uſe of by 
a church that is founded upon thoſe principles of 
liberty, which have always diftinguiſhed the re- 
formed religion, and that is able to ſupport itſelf 
by that generous and charitable temper, which is 
the perfection of chriſtianity, If we deſire to 
have our church appear what it is, the glory and 
ſtrength of the reformation, if we deſire to take 
the lead in the proteſtant cauſe, and would defend 
it, as we ought, againſt the common enemy ; let 
us learn in this conſpicuous and important ſtation 
to behave like kings and not like tyrants, by ex- 
erting the power, with which God has ſtrengthen- 
ed our hands, to protect our proteſtant brethren 


from the cruelties and oppreſſion of others, and 
not to treat them with ſeverity and oppreſs them 
ourſelves, The time is come, that calls upon us 
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to ſhew how well we deſerve the title and the 
poſt we have been ambitious of : our brethren of 
all perſuaſions have readily joined us in the ſtand, 
that is now making againſt the attacks of popery ; 
but that truſt, which providence has repoſed in 
us, and that ſtation, which we never fail to claim 
in the times of peace and ſecurity, require us, as 
we are ſons of the church of England, to under- 
take much more than our own ſhare of the com- 
mon danger, and to be prepared, whenever there 
is occaſion, to ſtand foremoſt in the breach, and 
fall the firſt in defendin 8 the proteſtant religi- 
on. 

Theſe are the acts of humiliation, repentance 
and prayer, which our public devotion and the 
occaſion of it may ſuggeſt to us. But we ſhould 
do well to employ ſome part of the religious lei- 
ſure, which this day affords us, in ſearching and 
enquiring into our own conduct, in finding out 
what fins we have committed, that may hinder 
us from receiving the bleſſings we pray for, and, 
when we have found them out, in reſolving to 
forſake them. 

A public faſt is no better than a joint a& of 
hypocriſy ; if, whilſt we condemn the wickedneſs 
of other men, we never think of being ſorry for 
our OWN if, whilſt we profeſs to be grieved for 
the vices of the nation, we cheriſh the only part 
of them, that we are ſure it is in our power to 
ret the part, that each of us has contributed 

towards 
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towards increaſing the common guilt, Vices be- 
come national, in the only true and proper ſenſe 
of the word, when moſt people, or when all in 
ſome degree or other allow of them and practiſe 
them : and therefore we are deceived, if we think 
that any repentance can be national, unleſs parti- 
cular perſons take care to convince themſelves of 
: their own ſins, and reſolve to turn from the evil 
. of their own doings 
3 The prevailing vice at preſent is a contempt of 
B Gods word and a neglect of his ſervice, There 
are indeed many others, too many to be reckoned 
| up, that call for immediate repentance and refor- 
2 mation as well as this: but I look upon this as the 
J principal one, becauſe it is the ſource from whence 
all the reſt are derived. For, whatever may be 
pretended to the contrary, reaſon might have 
taught us before, and experience has at laſt ſhewn 
us, that chriſtianity is the ſureſt foundation of 
moral virtue, and that a general corruption of 
manners muſt always follow a decay of religion, 
We are the more inexcuſable, becauſe the light 
of the goſpel has ſhone clearer to us, than to any 
other nation under heaven : and as we have been 
unfruitful under theſe gracious means of falvati. 
on, we have the more reaſon to fear that unleſs 
we repent and do works meet for repentance, the 
kingdom of heaven may be taken from us, and 
that we, who have deſpifed and rejected chriſtiani- 
ty, when propoſed to our belief and practice in its 
D greateſt 
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greateſt purity, may be forced to profeſs it in its 


greateſt corruption. The errors and ſuperſtitions 


of popery, that were lately brought very near us, 
are not yet removed to ſo great a diſtance as to 
make us quite ſecure : perhaps for our offences, if 
we continue in them, God may yet ſuffer the 
darkneſs, which threatens us, to overſpread this 
church and nation. For do not they, who de- 
ſpiſe and ridicule the ſcriptures, deſerve to have 
thoſe ſcriptures taken from them? Can they, who 
refuſe to- believe the word of God, complain, if 
they are forced to profeſs they believe the fables 
and nonſenſe of legends and traditions ? Can they, 
who ſeldom receive the bleſſed ſacrament, or who 
never receive it at all with any devotion, hope that 
it will be kept free from ſuch abſurd doctrines, as 
mult drive all men, that cannot believe a lie, from 
the Lords table? Can they hope that it will con- 
tinue to be adminiſtered, in the ſame manner that 
it-is at preſent, agreeably to the nature of the or- 
dinance and to the inſtitution of Chriſt? Should 
not we fear, and act as if we feared, that for the 
puniſhment of our ſins, the ſanctuary of God may 
be turned into the temple of idols; and that they, 
who refuſe to worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in 
truth, may be compelled to addreſs themſelves in 
all the deformities of ſuperſtition to the i image of a 
faint or the relicks of a martyr? 

But ſay I'theſe things as a man, or faith not 
che PROT: the ſame! allo? — They, who have 


abuſed 
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abuſed the light, Which God has afforded them, 


have in every age and every nation of the world 

been judicially deprived of it, and have been left 

to walk in the darkneſs of their own fooliſh ima- 
ginations. He has for the preſent caſt away his Rom. xi. 
people Iſrael for their unbelief, and has given 
them the ſpirit of ſlumber, eyes that they ſhould 

not ſee, and ears that they ſhould not hear. Nor 

is this method of providence confined to the 
Iſraelites only; for the Gentiles, who from the 
viſible things of the creation might by the help 

of their own reaſon have known God, and yet 
glorified him not as God, have been given over 

by him to a reprobate mind. And, as the Rom. i. 
ſeed of Abraham, which were the natural branches 28 7 
of Chriſts church, have been broken off becauſe 18, &c- 
of unbelief; let us, who from among the Gen- 

tiles have been grafted into it, remember, that we 

can ſtand only by our faith: and if God ſpared 

not the natural branches, let us take heed leſt he 

alſo ſpare not us. 
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